QLCLdL/ J/hbéébldi, 507%1‘1'
(%Uu, @l L(,g,éq_ //( !
\H T Crockoty,

(%W v
~ s
THE MIER EXPIDETION (WAMJM/L@V‘

Extract {rom
History of Fort Bend County

By
Ay Jo Sowslld

Compliments of
THE UNION NATTONAL BARK
Houston, Texas

1929




/

{

- - -
THE MIER oYPEDITICN e “

In glving thie account of the Mier Gxpedition, I do so on aceount of, the
Fort Bend County wen that participated in it. ¥y resders will algo bear in
mind that in rronouneing Spanish names and werds that 1 has the sound of e and
@ hag the scund of a; ete, lier proncunced Meer, Sece proncunces Saco, and so
on, .f

The ceuse of the fanmous Mier Expedition, es it was cslled, on account of
the Texans heing captured mt that town in Hewico, was in retaliatiom for the
invesion of Texas by General Wall or Woll im 1842, vhen he c¢aptured San Antenio
and carried guite a vumber of the citizens of that place priscners to Vexicos
and, although a force of Texans had hostily eollected under CGeneral Caldwell
and defeated the Vexicans at Selado Creek and drove them back to Mexico, still
they wore rot pat'sfied and vere anxlous to invade the Mexican country and
fight them there alpo,.

An expedition was gotien up, ssnctioned by President Houston, who ordered
out two reginenta of militia or volunteers, as we wight say, for the invasion
of Fexico, Ore of the regiments was to be raised in lontgomery Ceuntyy which
then embyaced what now constitutes CGrimes and Walkey Countles, and the other wes
1o come from Washington County, The first reglment was commanded by Colonel
Jdogeph L. Bermett, vho distinguished himself as a soldier at San Jeeinto, The
segond regimert was commanded by Colonel Jesse Be MeCrookling snd the whole. ,
under Genergl Alexander Scmerville, also a veteran of Sen Jacinto, The paising
of the different companies was not confined to the counties named, but were
enlisted in various places, and among these voluntsers were many who psrtici- ‘
pated at Spn Jaginto, and others were noted Indian fighters from the vest, and,
take it all tosether, no better set of fighting men could have been envolled in
any eocuntry tharn those who marched with Somerville for the invasion of Mexiao
in the winter of 1842,

The starting voint was from San Antonie, vhere s ecamp was loouted until
all arrived and the captains reported for duty. Of these were Captain William
Ryon, of Fort Bend Countys Captain Johr 0. Smith, of Houston (he wes left sick
at Gonzales, ard the command devolved on Identenant Thomus 8, Lubboek); Captain
Bartlett Simms, of Bastrop; Cqptain William M, Bastlend, of Fayette; Captain Bwing
Cameron, of the “Gow Boys" frondown on the San Antonie Riverj Captain John G,
Piergon, of Robertson Countys Captainm Clark Le Owem, of Jackson County; Captein
lgaac N, Mitebell, of Lavaca Countys Captain Shelby MeNeil, of Brazoria County,
Captains from toher places: Jerome B, Robertson, B, 8, C. Robertson, Phillip Coe,
Wme 8. Figher, Saruel Hogart, Jack Hays (spy compary), Javes By Cook, Geos T
Howard, David Muxfree, F.H. Bell, afterwards Govermor of Texas, and
Hﬁlé;ihtﬁﬁo

On the 22nd day of November, 1848, t e commend left San Antonio for Mexico.
There ware 700 men, 200 packermles and 300 beeves for the use of the troops, The
command embraced several preachers, meny shureh menbers, and meny young Lormey
boys from EastTexas, Ylaeco, the Lipan ehief, ond a few of his tribe, and one
Apache Indian, sscompanied the expedition, dJhese were ahesd with the spy company
of Captain Jack Hays, nearly all of vhom were old Texas Rangerg. After crogsing
the swollen Mueces River, Flaeo was sent back by Hays with a note to the come
mander, informing him thet he had scaptured two Memican soouts, who veported that
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two companies of Mexlean troops were at Larcdo and wight be captured., One 3?
these Mexicans, however, made his eseape and carried the neww of the approach.
of a body of Texans to the treocps at Laredo and they made their eseaps,

The weathor was very cold and the Texars suffered greatly and expeeted
thelr cupmander to make e requisition on the town for provisilens, blankets,
ite. This wag dove, but very little was obtalned, not more than enought 4o
feed the men one day, %\
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All, or nearly so, wanted to cross the river at once and have a battlegx
but instead the rp vere ma ched three miles below and epeamped en a high &
bluff, Thi-~s went on in this way for several days, and} some of the men bee )\
eoming much dissatisfied at the torn affairs were taking, firally 200 of them Y
broke away and returned howe, The remaining 500 bore down the country until
trey came to the mouth of the Selade Biver at Carizio willage, This was a
cle:r, gold day, the 14th of December. Here the Rio Grande River was cressed
by means of flat boats, Ceneral Carzles eame in si ht with about 700 wen, but
ghewed no disrosition to at ack the Texans., The cormand now moved upen the
town of Guerrere, six miles distant, and made a demend for supplies, A very
amall amount was furnishedj a cols wind blew from the mountaing, and on the
15th, the command wes moved back agross the river, end én the 19th an ordér
was read for the command to prepare to return home, ag the expedition wes off,
Three hundred men refused to obey, but the others did break camp and move off.
Those who remained orgenized assin into compenies under Captains Ewing Camsron,
Wm, M, Bastlend, J§, G. Plerdon; Wm. N, Ryon, Claudiué Buster, John R, Baker,

C. K. Reege and Wm, S, Fisher, It will be noticed that most of these were
original captains, ard many of their comands had remained with them, Jack
Hays, the lMeCullochs, Tom Green and others of the Rangers remained a few days
doing scout dutyy and then relurned to San Antonio, deeming the foree which
remained too small to accomplizh anything,

After the separation of the cemmand, those that remained continued their
mareh down the river, and on the st of Décember encamped cpposiite the town
of Mier, Ominous namel Then it had no signifieance, The town of Mer was
Bix miles from the camp to the Temans, and on the followins morning they erogsed
the Rie Grande marched to the towm end mde e reguisition on the alealde for .
provisions ard elothirg, He promised that the articles should be deliveved next
day at the river, but helow the eamp of the Temans.

The latter, hovever;, when they returned to camp brought the alealde along
with them as security for the delivery of the goods, Onethe 23vd, they moved
thelr canp opposite the place where the geods were to be delivered, but the day
pasged off, end the nert, and still the articles did not eome, The Tevan sples
who had been kept on the west si’e of the river on the morning of the 24th,
captured a lUerican, who veported that CGeneral Ampudia had errived in Mier with
troope and prevented the fulfillment of the alealdets promise. The Texans then
determined ‘o arain cross the river and ;ive them battle. By 4 oleleck in the
evening all bad crossed (ercept forty-oré men who were left as can; puardg) snd
were lef” on thelr merch to the town. Captair Bakér vas in advance with a spy
eonpany; and first met the Mexicang who were eoming out to fight the Texans,
Amppdia, however, retrested, and at dark again entered the town, The texans ade
vanced to the Alecantra Creek ¢ast of the town and halted for some tims. This
little stream ran very rapidly and it was dif fcult to £ind a orossing. They
finally succeeded in getting over, but by the time a lively fight had commenced
be'ween Ceptain Boker and the Mexlcan eavalry, in which five of the Texans were
eut off and captured, Among these were Sam Walker (fmmous Ranger undey Hays),
Dr. Sinnicksen, Beasley and "Lega Lewis.” Others had narrow escapes, It was a
hard and a hand to hand firht, snd the Tewans who were cut off abandoned their
horges and ran across fences and ditehed., Wllker was caught by a powerful Mexican




and held d~wn while others tied him, A man named leMullens was caught
by the legs while getting over a fence, but his boots pulled off and he
mede his escape. The Texans had emptied thelr guns and pistols in the
fight and had no time to reload., Big Foot Wallace advanced to the edge
of the town, but seeing a large body of Memlean eavalry coming out, came
galloping back, passed "Legs Lewis® and yelled out to him, "You had bet-
ter ¥un, the Mexiocens will get you surs,"

After the main body of the Texsna had crossed the cveek they ade
venged into the town, and passed down o street leading into the publie
square, vhere the Meyicans had planted cammon, They were now fired on,
and & man naped Jones was killaed, He wes s well dressed man, wore a
great deal of jewelry, carried a yold wateh, and the Mexicans made e
rush t0 soeure his body. Hers a bloody fight toock place, in which a=
bout twenty Mexicans were killed and they wers forced back into the
hongeg and cross sitreets,

When the Texang arrived at a point near the cannon, they received
a digeharge of srape-shot which swept the astrect and compelled them to
take shelter behind the buildings., It was now dark, Christwas Sve, 1842,
The only chance ‘or the Texang to advanee was L0 open pagsage-ways through
the adcbe buildings, and thus work their way to the gannon, Thelr horges
had beon left at the ¢reek with a guward, All night they worked thyough
the buildings, opening breaches with pick and orowsbapr, smd when daye
light came they were within {ifty yards of the camnon, While engaged
in the work during 'he night, Big Foot Wallace found a Mexiean baby
vhigh had been sbandoned during the hasty exit of the ogecupants of the
houge on the appreach of the Texang. Wallace told the writer that "The
little devil squalied like a panther® when they dug into the room where
it was, and Big Foot took 1t up and advanecing to a wall which enclosed
a yayd, called out im Spanish for some one to come and get the muchacho,
reached up and dreoppred it over, A women's vokee was heard on the oube
#side, and no douht 1t was taken care of,

At daylight port holes were opened ir the various roomg where the
gaptaing had posted their men, and allively cracking of rifles commenged
at the artillerymén in the squsrs, and vhey weve compelled to abondem
them and stay awsy for it was death to go nesar them,

During the day three desperate attempts to storm and carry the po-
gition of the Tewruny were made, but each charge was repulped with great
loss to the enemly, The bravest of these assaulting parties were the
"Presidio Ales” (town guards), They wore black hats with vhite bands
around them, and nearly all of them were killed,

In one of the rooms oscupled by & portion of the Texang a strong
Mexlcan crink ealled "Aguadente" was found, and the men commenced drink-
ing it to extess, oeven one of the officers iwbibinh so freely that he
became intoxieated and fell to the floor, and while in that condition
was hit by a bullets The Mexicens were {iring all the time, md very often
& bullet would come throurh a port hole, and roof, or through some erack
and strike a man down, either killing or severely wounding him, Big Foot
Wallace, although he liked whiskey himgelf, saw what the end would be if
the men dept on deinking, and promptly poured the balance of the "fire
water,® as the Indlang eall it, out on the floer, One of the wen, Joe
Berry, in coming into town the evening hefore, as it was getting dark,
fell doun an embankment and broke hie leg, His brother, Bates Berry, and
sore@ others bore him to & vacent house in the outskirts of town, and ree
mained there with bim, During the battle on the following day they were
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discovered by the Mexicans and attacked. They made & rush to reach the
position of their comrades, tut all were killed except Bates Bervy, and

ha only 5.0t his erippled brother at the earnest request of the latter, who
thought the Mexicans would spare him and take him prisoner, This, hovever,
was not the case, A Mexlean lieutenant named Algevette, who was in command
of the sssaultinrg partyj killed Berry with his sword as he lay helpless on
the floor, One of the men killed was a bugler named Austin,

The battle raged all day, the lMexicens ocoupying housetops and gutters,
and shielding themaselves as best they could from the deadly rifle fire of
the Texana, Many of those killed were shot in the head, Whem it was no
longer possible for them to go near their eamnon, they atiempted to rope them
from around eorners, and did succeed in dragging some of them away in this
manner, The battle lasted through the night with constantly sounding bugles,
and it was thought that Ampudia was belng reinforced, The Texans, hovever,
were undismayed, ond conbtirmed to load the fire as opportunity offered, and
repelled several more cherpes. Great gonfusion prevalled among the Mexisans,
They uttered criss and surses of rage ard pain, awidst a conatant blast of
bugleas

During the fight after deylight on the 26thy the small gward which had
been left on the east side of the Aleantya CGresk crossed and attacked about
sixty of the Mexlcan cavalry and routed them; but seelns veinforcesments cop=
ing, made a degpersie attempt to reach their comrades in the town, Out of
the nine men who made this attempd, iwo succeeded, four were killed, and three
captured. '

During the 7iret close asssult meny were killed and wounded on hoth sidess
Colenel Fisher himself, who had been elected 1o the command, was severly woun
dedy Cartain Cameron had fortified himend?y ard nen in the resr of the building
vocupled by Colorel Figher and the men with him, and had been exposed te a |
beavy fire, durlng whick he had three men k1lled and seven wounded, After some
#lack in the firin: the bugles began to sound ancther chemge, and Comeron hasti~-
ly lef't hig position and erteréd that of Filsher, and asked for reinforcements to
help to deferd his position, About this time, however, a vhite flag was brought
out by Dr. Sinnickson, one of the Texans who had been captured, zs before stated,
He was ordered to do so by General Ampudia, and alse to tell the Tewans that he
had 1700 troops in the town; snd 300 more on the road {rom lonterey, and that it
would be useless for them to contirue to resmist but 1f they surrendered would be
treated as prisovers of wavr; if nol, no gquarter would be given them, The prog=
pect for the Tevars was gloomy, and although they had fought as mem worthy of the
mane of Texans, and had caused the streets of Mer to almest run with bleod, yeb
they saw no chenee to win, They were on foreign seil, hemmed in on all aides by
their enemies, their number reduced, amsmunition failing, and the men almost worn
o ta ’

Some, however, were not in faver of a surrender, and thought they gould meke
a fun from thelr barricaded rositions and {izhit their way out of the Lown and bhack
to their other menm on the river, This would have been easy compared to what they
dld attempt later on without eny guns at all, Many amonz Fisher's men and those
of the other captain's wore in faver of a surrender, snd a consultation was held,
Camercon now lef% the place, snd, hurrying back, ur-ed his men to econtirue to fight,
The msjority faverdd a surrvender, and spon men were seen leaving and giving up thelr
gone in the streot. When Fisher's men commenced going out Big Feot Wallace, who
had been with then, lef't and ran to the position of Cameven. Others now also lef”
thelr comsends and came to Cameron, uwtil = bout £ifty stoos around him askirg him
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to take ocomsand and aonti: ue the zat e, or moke a rush and fight thelr
way out,

A% this tluwe treat conflusion prmﬂesa&g gone were surrerndering and
others firing, Cameron helf his position until all the balance hod syye
r@nderad, and, geeing that all hope was gone, sald,te his wmen who, with
gtern tut arxims Taces, stood around hims "Boys, it I8 no use for us
to sontinue the ights they are all gore but us,® The men stood for a
fow mementa locoking through the port holes at the hordes of Mexicans who
were now meking & grand display, the cavalry chierging up snd down the
streets and others carrying away the suns of the ’.i.‘exm;si vhile some were
sntering the varicus roome vhere thay fought, and bringing out the dead
and wounded, The mapturod Texansg were herw& Lo athf\r or the pii age, and
the e¢itizens of the town “illed the streets, soming to look at they, end
the cries of many vomen were heard lameniing the dmﬂ, while others cheered
for vietory. Thug were the elosing socenes of the battle of Mier, vhen
Cameron's men slovly filed out imm thelr barricade in singal to their
gsurrender, Thomas Je Green, a gallant soldier, broke his sword, as d4id
also Camercn his.viile, ingte d of surmm?ring them, Wallas was opposed
to a durrender vp 1o Lha last moment, IHis brother, Samuel, and other re-
latives had wet death afler a surrender at Goliad, and he told the men
that would be their fate as soon as they gawe up thelr guns, The brave
-Gameron, however, wia}*inu to suve the lives of his men, toock the lead and
‘they followed, S -

@trong detachment of the enemy, and
h:ilvs, pistols and knives was come

In the streets they weie met by
the  ainful task of handirg over thed
nencedsy

As the esaptured Tesars were marched to the plaga their shoes were
gtained with the blocd of slaughtered Mexicans, The house topg and the
gutters were aleo dripping wi th bloods :

The Mexi~zn loss In the battle, considering the numbers engaged, wag
fearful, Their own repert was 500 killed out of 2,000, Thelr wounded.
prebably wag nodt helfl se many, as the Texens firaci at ¢loge range and with
diadly offeat, Fortj Mevican s,?‘til" erymen were killed before they would ‘
abandon their ~suns, <he Texarny Ea& 260 men in the town, 16 of vhom wers - .
killed and 30 wounded. - 5\ i
The public In the square, when the prisorers were curried there aﬁd : 4 ;
heltedy they saw four rows ai’ dead Mexicans resching seross it, and the , ; |
priests of the towp were swerg them mﬁn. mass for the repose of theiy §
gouls. While this was be'nyg dore the bodics of the slain Texens stripped \ <
of their clothing, were belng drag ed thz’ng;,h the gtreets by the t:avalry, \ |
anét followed by yelling Mexlcans of 81l slzes and, ages,. 3

Doring the last days of Decewber Awpudia get out with his rrizscmers
for the C,.ity of Mewleoy; leaving the wounded Texans at Mer in charve of |
Drs Sinniekaen, !

On January the 10th, 1843, t}ffa captive Texsns arrived at matamoraa \
and on the 14th set out from the place for Monterey, gusrded by a tmopf
of cavalry, On the march it was one grand jubllee for the Mexiesns, Fhey {
gtarved the prisoners and mede thewm travel on Yoot all the dist u;mcze, g :til !
thelr shoes were worn out ard they vere thinm and havzard, i
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The enery made grend demonstrations in passivg throushthe tovns, thibir

i
i
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aprroach being heralded by bugle blasts and charging eavalry.

The Texans were marched through the streets, followed by yelling mobs of
wep and boys. The lMexlean women, with but few exeeptions, pltied the half stayved
Anericans; and when they arrived at Monetewey brought food and fed them,

They stayed here from the 18th to the 22nd and then started to Saltillo,
© At this plage they found six of the Texans who had been captured at San Antonio
in Septembeyr of the year before when Wall eaptured thet place,

At 5altillo Colorel Bariagen took charge of the prisoners and proceeded with
them to the village of Salade, 100 miles further on, vhere they arrived on the
10th of February, and were there placed 1n prison,

For gome time the Texans had contemplated making an attempt to excape, and
had formulated a plan at Montereyj but the plot was discovered by the Mexieans,
and they bided thelr time for anothey opiortunity. It was now set on foobt agailn,
and, without detection, earried out, There had been an addition to the Mier pri-
soners by a few of the Santa Fé prisoners, among whom was Dy, Richard Brenham and
Patrick Lyons, both of whom were anxious to make the attempt to escape, The plan
was, that when the prison dooy was opened early in the morningg Cameron was o
give the signal, by throwing up his hat, and 2 rush was to be made on the guards
stationed there, disarm them, and then charge the main body in the enclosed yard,
where the guns and amvunition were dept,

When all was ready and the prison door swung back, in order t6 pass in the
scant meal fo¥ the captives, Cameron gave the signal, and he Lyonas, Brenham and
Samuel H, Walker, led the charcse and succeeded in disarnming the guards there, and
then, still 1aaﬁin¢ the way, eha?gﬁ& the main body, followed by the Texans who
gwarmed {rom the priaon house and bravely followed their fearless leaders, This
was at sunrise on the 1llth day of February, 1843, As soon as the first charge
wag made and the guards disarmed at the prison door, the Texans rushed into the
outer court. of the building, where 150 infantrymen were guarding the armsg and
eaytidge boxes, Without hesitating an instant they rushed upon the llexican golde
lers; with their peked hands, and a most desperate girugele comrenced for the pog-
sesglon of the suns and emmunition. Where, in all the world's history, will we
find deeds regorded of braver men than those who, on that February worning, in
the prison yard cof Selado rushed; empty-handed, on regular soldiers, faced the
leveled muskets with unflinﬁhirg eye, received their fire, and then closed in with
them, grappling bayonets and wrenching suns from their hands, This body of ine
fantry were zsoon put to fight, many of them being disarmed and capturedi but the
Texans wexe not vet masterg of the situation. Another ccmpany of infantry was
stationed at the gate, and a force of cavalry outside., Again, without hesitating
the desperate mer rushed on these at the gste. Lileutenant Barragan, a brave
young ofiicer and son of the commonder, held this position, and a most desperate
fight ensueds Most of the Texans at this time had guns with bayonets on them,
but the soldiers here under Barrazan fought better tkah the others, In vain how=
ever, they tried to keep the Terans from going through the gate which would give
them their liberty. The noise and confusion was fearful., The Mexiocans uttered
yells, curses, screans of texror and suprise, mingled with clashing bayonets,
gabres apnd musket shots.

Big Foot Wallace char:ed a Mexic n and tried to secure his gun in the first
fighty but the fellovw made a vielous thruet at the big Texen with hig bayonet,
which Wellace caught, and a struggle commensed for the mastery, and finally the
bayonet came off in the hand of Big Foot, and at this time another Texaen who had
no pun came behird the Mexican, and selized the gun by the breesh and pulled it
away from him, The Mexican the fell of his knees, threw up his hends, and ih




Spanish asked for mercy, whieh was granted him.

The cavalry outside became texror stricken and fled, and the infantyy at
the gate began to throw down their arms and eall for quarter, but for a while
no stop eculd be put to the slaughter, Finally the volce of Cameron was heaxd
among them, pleading for the lives of the disarmed guards, and the maddened
Tenans ﬂesisted, for all loved the brave, unselfish Cameron,

Many Mexicans lay dead end wounded on every side, sorme moening with bro=-
ken heads and gunshot wounds. ILieutenant Barregen dlsplayed great bravery,snd
when hig men were defeated and hilngelf hemmed, with his back to a wall successw
fully parried several bayonet thrusts with his szbre, and refused to surrendey
except to an officer. Some one called for a loaded gun to shoot him, but Big
Foot Wallsce said, "No, a brave man like him deserves to live." Barragan now
in his dive dlstress called for Captain Cameron, who scon came, and the sword
was delivered to him, Colonel Barragan had run away with the cavalry and left
hia sor to fiszht the battle at the gote. Some of the Mexlean prisoners said
the lieutenant did not get hi& bravery from his father, but tha,metuerﬂ end that
he locked 1ike her,

Five Texans lay dead and many wore were wounded, Awong the desd were the
gallant Lyons and Brewhem, who helped to lead the charge at the prison doov.
The town of Bremham, Texas, was named for the brave young doeteor; who lost his
1ife on this oceasion,

At the time of the fizsht some of the Texans who were sick were confined
to themselves in an outhouse under guard, bubt when the battle commenced these
guards ren away. One of the sick wen was a Fort Bend County man nemed Benjamin
Boone, He heard the fight, and was satisfled his eomyades were making a break
for liberty, end awalted anxiously further developments. Soon Gaptaln Bakew
oame into the room bleeding profusely from a bayonet wound, and lay down by
the slde of Boone and told him the prisoners had gained their liberty and weve
preparing to start for Tewas. Although sick and weak, Mr, Boone, determined to
go with thep, and bidding Captain Baker farewell, whe was too badly hurt to trave
el, he left the house and joined the others. The Texans now being masters of
the situation; dictated terms to the Mexieans, one of which was that thelr woun-
ded should be taken care of,

On these eonditions the Mexdcan priscners were turned locse, and thoge of
the Texans who were able to do so prepared oy instant £flight. ‘his was their
only ehance for safety, for they knew thet soon a strong force would be upen
them, One thirg vhich was going to be sadly against them in itreversging this
strange eounlry was the unfortunate and sorrowful {met that two of the men who
knew the country, were killed in the battle,

Some of the Mexican cavalvymen whe were not mounted at the time of the
fight ren off and left their horses, and they fell irto the hande of the Texans,
With thege and otherg found in the town, a1l were mounted and ready to leave by
10 o'olock a.m., and they hastily departed toward the Hio Orandes

How, kird reader, if you have tears to shed, prepere to shed them now.
Ere dong we will see these gallant men baeck again, starved, emaciated; and in
shaeins, Arawing beens for their lives.

By midwmight the Texans were fifty miles from the scene of theilr battle,
and & short halt was mede, and the horses fed, Twelve ndles more were made, and
they helied againand slept two hours, and early next morning they left the maln
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road 80 as to go around the eity of Saltillo, On the 13th they struck the
voad leading from Seltillo to Monclova, but on the next night abandoned it
and tock te the mountains on the lefts This was a fatal mistake, as events
whieh followed will show. The hardships which these brave men had now to
undergo were ailmost beyond human endurence. When too late they ssw the mige
take which they had made, The Country was & barren waste of of mountalns,
without water or anything which they could utilize for food, Six days were
gpent in trying to get through, The men were perishing with thirst and star-
vation. Horses were killed and eaten,theiy blood drank by the famishing
Texansg,

Big Foot Wallace had taken a fat dun pseing mule which belonged to
Captain Aroyo at Salado, and he now killed him and he and others ate ol the
mest and drenk the blood, quaifing e.psful of the red fluid with an apparent
rolish, as if drinking to cne another's health,

People sitting around their pleasant firesides, surrounded by home
conforts, when they read this can hardly realize the gravity and horror of
the eituation, and mayhap turn from it with disgust and loathings Bat ean
you imagine ard pieture the zoéee in its true 1ight? The dry and lonely
canyon where the horses were killed and esten, and their bleod drank to sus-
tain human 1ife; this bloody feast akin to savage orgies? Think of the
days of hunger and thirst, coupled with toilsome, anxious flight. The dry,
parched skin and sunken eyes denoting hunger and thirst, Al moisture dige
appearing from the body, and the stomach eonsuming itgelf, Under these con-
ditions men will eat anything, drink anything, Nome but those who have passed
through 1t can vealige all that it means,

The Texans could not long remaln in this plasce, where a portion of
the horses were killed, Mexican eavalry were on their trail with pack-mules
carrying food and water. Leaving the remains of the sleughtered horses for
the buszards and soyotes to {inish, the Texens once more plunged into the
dark mourtains in the vain endeaver to xeach the Rio Grande, many of them on
foot, and all of them seon, for the poor horses also failed and died of thirsts
They were hoplessly lost, and soon azain thirst begain to torment them, They
could no longer kesp topether as a body entire, Some became delirious and wane=
dered away to die in sorme lonely canyon or amid the rocks o the mountain side.
Many would drop down with their heads on thelr chests and their feet pointing
the way they wished to go. OCung were dropped and abandoned here and there.

We san hordly besin to tell all that they suffered, but will say
that finally the Mexican eavalry who were on thelr trail begen %o come upon
those who had fallen by the wayside, and to captuve them, The main body,
who still had some guns when they were overtaken refused to surrender unless
they could do so as prisoners of war, It was a stremge sight, this small force
of half dead men, with hollow eyes and sunken cheeks, boldly facing their well
fed enemies, demanding of them an honorable capitulation, saying they would
fight if it was not granted, The Mexilcan officer in command promised all of
these things,-and the surrender was made.

The Mexicans gave the Texans water in small quantities, fearing to
let them have zmeh in their present famished eondition, and then made a eanp
while dilig@nt search was made and all others brought in that could be found,
0f the 193 who made their escape, 176 were recaptured, as near as we can de-
termine from all atatements that have been made by survivors of the unfort-
unate éxpedition, Some think that more than the rumber glven were regaptured,
two or three of whom died from drinking too much water afterwards, However,
be that as it mey, 176 drew the beans, :




Those taken were now tied together with ropes and started to Sale
tillo, and on the 27th arrived there, Nere an ovder met the comnanding
offiser from Sente Amna, who was agein Presidemt of Mexico, to have the
Toxans shot, The offiger refused to comply, saying he would resien and
throw up hig eomnission first, There was one prisoner, James C. Wilson,
who was & British subject, and the British consul at Saltillo findirg 1%
outy offered to releasze him, saying if it was recessary he would wrap the
British flag arcung him and dare a Mexlean to shoot a hole through it, Wil
gon however, would not sgcept this protection, saying to all intents and pug-
pose he wes & Texany he had fought with them, starved with them, and if neces=-
sery he would die with them, He lived to et back to Texas, and Wilson Counw
ty was named feor him,

The prisoners were now all ironed and marched back to Salado, the
seene of their fi-ht for liberty., It was now the 24%h day of March, What
a sad returne-half dead and in "irons." Here another order was received from
Senta Anna, which wes to shoot every tenth man. The irens were kept on them
and the puards doubled,

In deeimating the priscners it wae deeided among the Mexdocan ofw
ficers to let them draw lote; se that each man would have a chanece for his
life, The lots were to be determired by dyawing black and white beange
the white, lifej the black, death, An emrthen jar somewhat in the shape of
8 nine-pin was produced, end the beans placed therein gorregponding to the
numbeyr of men, e )

When 811 was ready the Texans were marched out of prigon and formed
in line, Ap officer now approached bearing the fetal jer in which were 150
white beans enrd 17 blacks, Few men in this life are called upon to pass
throught such a fearful ordeal as did the wen who drew beans for theiy lives
at Selado. TFor a few moments the wen stood in silence, and then the drawing
commenced, No more savere tu8* could be made of men's nerves tham in this
occasion, Scldiers will rush to almost certain death with far less chances
in their favor, but this is in the excltement of battle, amid erashing of
cannon and musketry; but to calmly stend and decide théir fate in a moment's
tire by the drawing of & bean ®was worse than charging the mouth of a blagzing
cannon, The Mexican officers were arxious to kill Captain Cameron, and were
in hopes that he wo.ld draw a black bean, and to make this slmogt sure put
the black beans to the top, and made him draw first, William I, Wilson, who stood
neay, suspieioned that this had been done, and when Carevon stepped up to
place his hand in the jar, said to him in a low tore, "Dig deep, Captaln,®
He acted or this sugrestion, ran his fingers through the beans, and pieked up
ore from the botlom, and it was & white one, A look of satisfaction passed
over the faces of the Toxara, but the Mexicans scowled, The drawing now went
or yap'dly, "All dipped deep,® and it was sore time bafore a black bean was
drawn, the drawin: now beiny done slphabetioally,

Althouch the men knew that seventeen of their number weredoomed,
apd that in time tre fatal beans would eome forth, still they could not help
showing satisfection when friend after friend held the bean which gave him
life. The jar was held hi-h, @0 that no one sould see inside of it, The
sorrow of the ren was alsc expressed in theilr faces when a black been was
brought to 1i-ht; held by so-e dear corrade who had stood reside them in the
midst of battle, or suffered with them ir the desolate mountaing, and at last
soupelled td diewwshot like a dog,

Yost of the men displayed the utmost eoolness, soarcely & tremor
pasairg over threir faces 83 the drawing went on, One noted zambler from
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Austing when his tire came to draw, stepped up with a smile, and said,
"Boys, this 1g the larpest stake I ever played {or." When he drew forih
his had a black bean between his thumb and forefinger, Without changing
the swile on hia face, he tool his pluce in the death line, only remarke
ing, ®Just my lhok,"

The prisoners were chained tosether in couples, and as fast as
_ the black bheans were deawn the unfortunate holder was plaged in the death
 line, If two ehained together both drew black beans, they were not ge-
parated, but moved torether to the fatal line, If "one wus taken and the
other left,¥ the chalns were taken off and the gordemmed fastened to one
of his cempanions in distress, Young Robert Beard was sick, and was not
able to stand ir lire to draw and the jur or pitcher, as some call it, had
to be carried to where he lay on a blanket; guarded by soldier. Before
his turn came to draw he told him brothey Charley that if he (himself)
drew & white bean, and his brother a black one, he would exchenge with him,
and be shot in his stead. The brother refused, however, to entertain such
& propostion, and both drew white beans,

It 18 told and belleved by some that Big Foot Wallace drew two
beans at Salado; that cne of hig comrades, a young men, expresged such great
feay that he would get a black bean that Wallace, who drew first and got
a white one, gave il away to this young fellow, saying he would take anw
ohter chances On one cacesion the writer asked Captain Wallacse if thils wag
the case, and he sajd that it was not; that he never drew but one, and had
no thought of giving it away, He said also that he eonld not have dene so
is he had wished, for he heard an officer ssy that there would be no exe
changing of beans 2llowed when the Besrd brothers were tal ing of doing 80

One young men, almost a youth, drew a black bean,mmd civing one
appealing look at his more fortunate compairions, asked them to avenge his
deaths

"Talking Bill Moors,” when it come his turn to draw, said, "B oys
I had rathior draw Tor a Spanish horse and lose him." He was 2 lively fellow,
and helped to keep up the splrits of the others, Fortune favored him and
he drew a white boans While the drawing was in progress scme of the petty
Mesican officers did all they ecould to annoy the prisoners., When one drew
a white bean they said nothing, but when one drew a black bean they express-
ed graat sorrow, hypoeirtieally, of course, and would assy, "Poor fellow,
cheer upj bet'er luck next time," when they knew thatthis wss the last chance
the «mfortunste eaptive would have,

Big Foot Wallace was chalned to n man numed Sesinbaugh, and often
guid if there ever wep a Christian, it was that wan. His turn came befove
Wallace, and 22 he reached for a bean he prayed for himself and Big Foot
Wallace, He drew a vhite bean,iand afterwards, in the dark dungeon of
Perote, chaired to the floor at the midenight hour, he sang and prayed and
Thanked God that it was well with him as it wag.

: As the drawing proceeded the chances for Wallace grew less, his
lgtter (W) somiv: at the bottom of the list, The boys had "Dipped® until

- nesrly all of the white beans had been "dipped" out, When his time come

his hend was so large he had mome diffieulty im getting it down to the beans,
apd they vere se scare he ssooped two to the side of the vessel, and taking




them between hig fingers carefully felt of them, Wallace was a elose cbservery
and he lmagined that the bleck beans as he saw them ¢ome oul were a little lar~
gey that the white ones. An officer now t0ld him to hurry up, and If he pulled
two beans out and one of them was black, he hod to teke that one. Big Foot

paid no attention to him, for 1ife was now at steke. He Tinally dropped one
bean, and pulled forth the other one; it was white, Hewas satisfied the one he
let go wag blacke The next two men to draw, Wing and Whaling, both drew black
beans., The black ones were now sll cut, and the last three men on the list did
pot drew, An officer turned up the jer and three white beans fell to the ground,
W, C, Wing, the last men to draw & black been, was visibly affected. He was
young, and when at home very religious, but had gone sadly astray, and this fact
geemed to trouble him very mieh, and he veferred to 1t repeatedly during the
-ghort time he had before the execution,

When the drawing was over and the condemped men stood in the death rank,
their roll stood as followas L.L. Cashy; J. Ds Cocke, Robert Durham, Capt. Wil-
liam N, Easstland, Edward Este, Robert Harvis, S, L, Jones, Patrick Mahan; James
'Ogden, Charles Roberts, William Rowen, J, L. Shepard, J. M, N, Thompson, Janes
N, Torrey, James Turnbull, Henry Whaling, and W. C. Wing,

Eastland was the only one of the six captalns who drey 8 black bean.

During the few mirutes before the executlon the decimated men stood in
silence, intently watehing their captors, not a movement escaping their notice.
When the firing squad was detailed and counted off some little slgn of emotion
was seen in the faces of stmej nervous twitching about the mouth, bosoms heaving
breath coming quick and short. Others stood =p ecaluly as if on parade. The
irons were not taken off and they were led away to execution, bldding thelr more
fortunate cemrades farewell as they marched off, Meny tears were geén running
down the cheeks of those who responded to this lasgt goodebye, A& volley was soon
heard, and the gallant men were not more, The bodies were then stripped and
buried in a ditch which had been dug for the purpose. The remaing of these un=
fortunate Texang weve brought wasy during the Mexican war of 1846 by General
Walter P, Lane and deposited on a tomb neur LaGrange, in Fayette County,

The other priscners were marched awaey to the City of Mexico, but before reach-
ing that place Captain BEwing Cameron was sho® by order of Santa Anna, We cannot
go into all the details of what Lefell the others. Many died, some escaped, and
others were liberated, but not all until l84d. : ,




